PANiC Stations

People Against New Coal Stations

Who wants the power station?
Survey Results.

Not us, and not the Public.

PANIC Stations undertook a street and web survey of public opinion towards the proposed power station.
This document summarises the findings of the survey, and finds no support for the RWE N-Power proposed
power station at Cambois, Blyth. However, there was strong support for the development of renewable
energy at the site.

Around 90% of people questioned are concerned about climate change and global warming.
Overwhelmingly (96%) people consider it necessary to produce power using non-polluting means, and
renewable power resources were very heavily favoured by the respondents (70%). Just over half of the
people (52%) were aware of the plans for a new power station but relatively few (20%) realised the size of
the scheme suggesting a failure of the ‘consultation’ that RWE N-Power state they have undertaken with the
public in this area.

A majority of people (52%) recognised that Coal is the most environmentally damaging of the main fossil
fuels. Over 8% of respondents did not answer this question. These results suggest that there is a good
understanding in the general public that there is no such thing as ‘clean coal’ and that coal is a serious
pollution source.

Most people believe that the solutions to the environmental problems from power generation need to be
developed and implemented by all (Industry, Government and Individuals) working together. It is not
therefore sufficient for industry to demand that Government provide the solutions to the problems or fund
the development and implementation of CCS schemes. This combines with the 72% response in favour of
development of a renewable energy resource in preference to the proposed coal fired power station.

The majority of respondents were in the upper two age groups with under 30% of the respondents being
under 45 years of age. This is a skewed population but does not seem to have had serious effects on the final
results — as shown by the separate analysis of the results by age group. Likewise the gender split of the
population is also not a perfectly even split but the 60:40 divide is not severely skewed. The majority of the
gender imbalance comes from the over 65 age group in the local population. Only c12% of the people that
took place in the survey were from outside the region. The main groups were roughly equally divided
between the local area and the region.

Although full formal statistics have not been undertaken on these data the results are very clear in those
areas commented on and if requested a more detailed analysis can be made available.

Note

This document is based on information obtained by surveys undertaken by PANiC Stations supporters and
over the PANIC Stations website. Proper survey protocol was observed but it is noted that PANiC Stations is
not a member of any polling organisations. Similar surveys have also been undertaken in other parts of the
country with similar results.



Background to the Survey

The survey questions were based on similar surveys being done by different groups round the country, at
various sites where power stations have been proposed. It is important to note that the survey results clearly
show this is not a NIMBY (not in my back yard) reaction as the people who took part expressed clear desires
for the site to be re-developed for renewable energy projects. The need for power generation (in the context
of Climate Change and other development objectives) has clearly been appreciated by the people at
Cambois. The same people also have a clear understanding of what a power station as a neighbour means
since the last power station was only closed and demolished within the last 10 years.

The results

In considering the results it is necessary to look at the quality of the data, the general answers and at least
some of the specific issues that stem from age and geographical spread of the respondents.

Data quality

There were 313 surveys forms completed with a very good rate of completeness. The lowest level of
completion for any of the questions was 95% with the proposed energy source for any power station to be
developed. This is because several respondents proposed options that were not on the list including the
burning of waste. Of the ten questions asked only three failed to score 98% or above with all respondents
providing an age range and geographical location.

The results presented in this report are all in the form of percentages of the responses received. In some
cases the numbers will not add up to 100% because there were several ways that people answers did not get
counted. These were mostly as follows:

¢ No answer provided (None of the questions required answers and null responses were especially
common with some questions.)

* Answers provided that were not on the questionnaire (This was only possible on the paper street
questionnaires and where the answer clearly matched one of the options it was counted. On
occasions the answer matched more than one option and was then not counted — as this could have
produced replies with over 100% reply levels which are statistically void.)

¢ Answers provided were ambiguous (On the paper form there were a very few cases where the form
had been completed in such a way as it could not be determined which reply was intended.)



Basic results
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Question 4
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What energy source do you think a new power station should use?




Question 7
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This demonstrates that there is
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survey. There were some street
surveys that were filled in by
couples and these have been
indicated as ‘partners’ in this
data.
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Question 10

Where do you live?

Most of the surveys were
undertaken in Cambois, Blyth,
and Tynemouth. However there
were also a substantial number of
other surveys collected in other
locations and via the website.

The definitions of Local, District
and Region were as follows:

Local — Blyth, Bedlington and
Ashington.

District — Northumberland and
Tyne & Wear.

Region — Cumbria, County
Durham and Teeside.

50
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30
25
20
15
10

Local ‘ District

Region

Where do your live?

Scotland

England/Wales




Basic Age Group Results and Analysis

The following graphs have been generated from the same basis data set but with the question answers
analysed separately for each age group. These graphs should look the same as the graphs in the Basic section
above but with the age profile for each answer shown in the bar. The ages are given as
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Basic Geographic Group Results and Analysis

The following graphs have been generated from the same basis data set but with the question answers
analysed separately for each age group. These graphs should look the same as the graphs in the Basic section
above but with the age profile for each answer shown in the bar. The ages are given as
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Question 7

There is a slight improvement in
the local group of the size of the
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2.5 to 1 ratio of local people not
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